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PREFACE

The 34th Annual Highway Geology Symposium was held in Atlanta, Georgia,
at the Stone Mountain Inn at the base of Georgia's most famous mountain.
One of the meeting's highlights was the field trip which concentrated on
the multi million dollar downtown highway reconstruction and rapid transit
construction. Dinner break was held at the historic Kennesaw Mountain

National Park.

Probably, the most significant geotechnical technigues observed was the
utilization of various types of precast wall systems. All of these walls
owe much of their successful design to the crushed granite backfill which is
being furnished by several giant quarries located around the city. One large

quarry, Vulcan at Norcross, was visited and studied by the group.

Technology of the Symposium was a milestone for meetings of this sort.
Georgia Department of Transportation's Geotechnical Engineering Bureau, the
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (State Geologist's Office), and the
Federal Highway Administration's Geotechnical Engineer compiled the team that

planned the Symposium.

Input by Industry was excellent; several papers were given on new
techniques outlining their usefulness in solving complex geotechnical problems
safely and more economically. Vibration control in a city that requires blast-
ing on practically every project without damaging adjacent structures was

stressed.

Input by Georgia Tech was significant with Professor George Sowers giving

the traditional banquet speech calling on us all to try harder for more economic.



well engineered jobs. Purdue University was also well represented with two

excellent papers on soil mechanics.

Georgia's outstanding transportation program is steered by Commissioner
Tom Moreland and his Georgia Tech colleague, D. J. Altobelli, Division
Administrator for Federal Highway. It was Mr. Moreland himself that organized
the first competent geotechnical section of Georgia Department of Transporta-

tion in 1960.

Dedication of this Symposium was to George Meadows of Virginia Department
of Transportation who spent his career in geotechnical work to have it ended
abruptly by his death just prior to this Symposium. George will be sadly

missed.

A total of 125 people attended the Symposium, and our thanks goes out for
their support. Apologies are also in order for the delay in publishing these
proceedings. No excuses are offered other than Georgia Department of Transpor-

tation's work comes first.

David A. Mitchell
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*HIGHWAY GEOLOGY SYMPOSIUM

Medallion Winners

Hugh Chase - 1970
Tom Parrott - 1970
Paul Price - 1970
K. B. Woods - 1971
R. J. Edmonson - 1972
C. S. Mullin - 1974
A. C. Dodson - 1975
Burrell Whitlow - 1978
Bi1l Sherman - 1980
Virgil Burgat - 1981
David L. Royster - 1982
Henry Mathis - 1982
Terry R. West - 1983

*In 1969, the Symposium instituted an awards program, and with
the support of Mobile Drilling Company of Indianapolis, Indiana,
designed a plaque to be presented periodically to individuals who have
made significant contributions to the HGS over a period of years. The
award, a 3%" medallion mounted on a walnut shield and appropriately

inscribed, is presented during the banquet at the Annual Symposium.
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